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St Dominic had significant connections with 
Toulouse, a city in the southwest of France.  In 
the early 13th century, Dominic was sent to the 
region to preach to encourage conversions to 
Christianity through example and debate.  St 
Dominic’s approach was preaching, education 
and a lifestyle of poverty and humility, 
modelled after the apostles.

St Dominic’s work in Toulouse laid the 
foundation for what would become the 
Dominican Order, formally established in 1216.

We arrived in Toulouse, France on Monday 26th 
August to discover both the Church and the 
convent were closed!





House of St Dominic in the city of Fanjeaux

St Dominic’s connection to Fanjeaux, a small village in southern France, is central to his life and the 
origins of the Dominican Order.  Fanjeaux served as Dominic’s base for nearly a decade while he 
was on a mission to combat the spread of the Cathar heresy in the region.  His time there was 
marked by important events and decisions that would ultimately shape the foundation of the 
Dominican Order.

St Dominic’s home was being restored at the time of our visit.





St Dominic’s house in Fanjeaux was being renovated – the builders let me into the 
chapel where he prayed when he lived in Fanjeaux.





The church in Fanjeaux, often called the Church of Notre-Dame de 
l'Assomption, is a notable place for Dominican pilgrims and those interested in 
the life of Saint Dominic. It features several elements that commemorate his life 
and work.  It was being restored when we visited!









Santiago de Compostela – Hospitalitas – exhibition that 
focuses on the world of pilgrims and pilgrimages.  The 
exhibition featured a statue of St Dominic who walked a 
Camino to Santiago.



The ruins of the Convent of San 
Domingos in Pontevedra are apart of the 
convent originally built by the Dominican 
order in the 14th Century.











Dominican convent in Salamanca



Even a café is named after St Dominic!
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